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Alumni Connections
Summer, 2010
The Governors State University Alumni 
Connections is published for graduates, staff, and 
friends of the university by the Office of Alumni 
Relations, Governors State University, University 
Park, IL 60484, 708.534.4128.
Managing Editor: Rosemary Hulett, Associate Vice 
President for Advancement and Alumni Relations
Contributing Editor: Cheri Garey, Alumni 
Relations Assistant
Content Editor: Eric Matanyi, Director of Public 
Affairs and Marketing
Graphics: Ronald McDavid, Manager of Graphic 
Services
Special Alumni Celebration - Saturday, November 6, 2010
The alumni celebration combo ticket is only $58 per person and includes main floor seating.  
Order tickets using the Event Order Form on the next page, or 
call the Alumni Relations Office at 708.534.4128.
You’re invited back to campus for a special alumni celebration. Come and share your 
favorite GSU memories and mingle with fellow alums during a reception where chili and 
fixings, soups, salad bar, fresh homemade rolls, desserts, coffee and tea will be served.  
Celebrate with us as the winners of the 2010 Alumni Awards are announced.
Then enjoy a spectacular performance of Ailey II, the second company associated with 
world famous Alvin Ailey Dance Theater. Ailey II is universally renowned for merging the 
spirit and energy of the country’s best young talent with the creative vision of today’s most 
outstanding emerging choreographers. Ailey is known for promoting the uniqueness of the 
African-American cultural experience and the preservation and enrichment of the American 
modern dance.  
Saturday, November 6, 2010
Governors State University
Reception:                              6 p.m.
Ailey II Performance:            8 p.m.
2Event Order Form
Please Print 
Full Name  ________________________________________________________ Date:  ___________________
I’m a ❑ GSU Alum (college and year_____________ )   ❑ Student    ❑ GSU employee    ❑ Friend   
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/ZIP  _________________________________________ Daytime Phone (        ) _________________
E-mail Address  _________________________________________ Home Phone (        ) ___________________
ALUMNI CELEBRATION    _______  Ticket(s) @ $58.00 =   $ _______________ 
   Reservation deadline: October 25 
❑ Enclosed is a check for $ __________made payable to:   GSU Alumni Association
❑ Please charge $ _________to:  ❑ VISA   ❑ MasterCard    ❑ Discover  
  
Exp. Date      /   V-Code                 (Last 3 digits by signature on back of card)
Print name as it appears on charge card: _______________________________________
Signature: _______________________________________________________________
Mail Event Order Form to: Governors State University Alumni Association, Room D34200, 1 University Parkway, 
University Park, Illinois 60484  (Additional ticket order forms are available at www.govst.edu/alumni)
Send Us Your News
Please send us your news to include in our next newsletter. Have you changed jobs, received an award or recognition, 
received a promotion, written a novel, etc? We want to know. Feel free to include a photo (head shot preferred).  
Return this form or submit your information on-line at www.govst.edu/alumni
Full Name  ____________________________________ Home Phone (       )____________________________  
Mailing Address  ______________________________ City, State, ZIP  _________________________________ 
Email Address   _________________________________ Cell Phone: (         )____________________________   
Employer  _____________________________________ Title:  _______________________________________
Employer Address ____________________________________________________________________________
Is this a new job?  ❑ YES   ❑ NO
News: ______________________________________________________________________________________
All tickets are
sold on a first
come first served
basis.
Tickets are not
refundable.
A confirmation
letter will be mailed.
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Special Announcement
Changes in the Alumni Association Membership Program
The Alumni Association has made some exciting changes to its membership program. We value all our alumni and 
want to find ways to keep everyone connected with their alma mater. As result, we have established a two-tier/mem-
bership program that will keep every alum connected with GSU. Here’s how it works…
Basic Membership:
We have decided to extend a FREE Basic Membership to all alumni. Providing you with free membership is our way 
of keeping you connected with your alma mater. With this basic membership, you will receive numerous benefits, 
including our monthly Alumni e-connections electronic newsletter, which will inform you about current happenings at 
GSU. You will also receive information on other ways to take advantage of free computer classes, networking oppor-
tunities, free lectures, campus and alumni events, and much more. Be sure to provide us with your e-mail address so 
we can send you up to the minute announcements. Call the Alumni Relations Office at 708.534.4128 or email us at 
alumnirelations2@govst.edu. For a list of basic membership benefits, visit www.govst.edu/alumni.
Premium Membership: 
GSU Alumni may also opt for a Premium Alumni Membership. In the place of membership dues, we are now asking 
alumni to make a minimum donation of $50 made payable to the GSU Foundation and designated to support the 
operations of the Alumni Association. Alumni who make this charitable “Alumni Association member gift donation” 
will receive Premium Membership status. Premium membership gifts are tax deductible to the extent allowable by 
law. Premium members will receive enhanced benefits listed below:
 •  In-library use of GSU Library resources, 
  including borrower privileges of printed materials  
  and some media items
 •  Hard copy of the bi-annual alumni newsletter
 •  40 percent savings off a campus Recreation Fitness  
  Center membership
 •  15 percent discount on tickets at The Center for  
  Performing Arts
 •  Voting privileges and qualification to seek office in  
  the Alumni Association
 •  Car rental discounts
 •  Insurance discounts
 •  Membership in alumni clubs of your choice
 •  Access to GSU Career Services
 •  Monthly Alumni e-connections newsletter. 
  (If you are not currently receiving our monthly  
  newsletters, please provide us with your e-mail  
  address)  
 •  Free computer workshops on campus. For a 
  complete list of upcoming classes, visit the Library  
  website. Upcoming classes are announced in our  
  monthly Alumni e-connections newsletter  
 •  Access to the Academic Computing Services Lab
 •  Find-a-Friend services
 •  Invitations to alumni events
 •  Use of the on campus cyber café
We are pleased to announce our newly formed Alumni College Constituent Groups.  These groups will help plan 
programs and events for alumni in their college.  Alumni volunteers are needed to work with:
 •  the College of Business and Public Administration’s Alumni Constituent Group
 •  the College of Health and Human Services’ Alumni Constituent Group
 •  the College of Education’s Alumni Constituent Group
 •  the College of Arts and Sciences’ Alumni Constituent Group
If you would like to join the alumni constituent group for your college, please call the Office of Alumni Relations at 
708.534.4128 or sign up at www.govst.edu/alumni.
Join Our New Alumni College Constituent Groups
4Member Gifts Donation Form
I would like to make a gift to help support the programs and services of the GSU Alumni Association.  
Alumni Name: __________________________________________ Home Phone:  _________________________
Alumni Address:  ________________________________________ Daytime Phone:  _______________________
                                                                                                    ❑ Cell   ❑ Work  ❑ Other _______________ 
City, State, ZIP: _________________________________________________  E-mail Address:  _______________
Sharing occupational information and completing alumni surveys help with program review and accreditation efforts.
Occupation Title:   _______________________________  Spouse Name:    ____________________ ❑ GSU Grad
Company Name:   _______________________________  Spouse Occupation Title:  _______________________
Business Address:   _______________________________  Spouse Company Name:  ________________________
City/State/ZIP:    _______________________________  Spouse Business Address:  ________________________
Business Phone:   _________________________ Ext:____  Spouse Business City/State/ZIP:  _________________
Member Gift Options
Gifts of $50 or more earmarked to support the Alumni Association will receive a one-year Premium 
Membership in the Alumni Association. (Make checks payable to “GSU Foundation/Alumni Association”)
Premium Alumni Membership
❑ Checking this box designates $50 of my donation to the Alumni Association for Premium membership. 
Any remaining amount will be applied as indicated below.
❑ Please provide joint membership. My spouse is also a GSU alum. (Please complete spouse information above)
Life Membership
❑ $650 payment enclosed (Donations earmarked to the Alumni Association will also accumulate toward a life membership)  
General Donations
❑ I would like to donate $_________ ❑ GSU Promise   ❑ President’s Excellence Fund   ❑ Scholarships
Select Payment Option: 
❑ Enclosed is a $________ check for my donation. (Please make check payable to GSU Foundation/Alumni Association) 
❑ Please charge my donation of $_________ to:  ❑ VISA    ❑ MASTERCARD    ❑ DISCOVER 
Card No:               Exp. Date             /
Security Code                 (Last three digits in signature block on back of card)
Date: __________________  __________________________________     ________________________________ 
       Name as it appears on Card        Authorized Signature 
MAIL TO:
Governors State University Alumni Association
1 University Parkway, Room D34200  
University Park, IL 60484 
5Alumni Awards Nominations Now Being Accepted
The Governors State University Alumni Association is now accepting nominations for the 2010 Alumni Awards program. The 
Alumni Awards honor graduates who have made significant contributions to society and whose accomplishments and careers have 
brought credit to the university.  Two awards will be presented at our Special Alumni Celebration event on November 6, 2010.
Criteria for Nomination:
 >  Alumni can self-nominate.
 >  Nominees must be graduates who have received at least one degree from Governors State University.
 >  Nominees must be able to be contacted with current home/business information.
 >  Nominees, if selected, must be available to attend the award ceremony on Saturday, November 6, during our special   
  Alumni Celebration event at Governors State University.
 >  Alumni are ineligible if they are:
    Full-time employees of Governors State University;
    Currently serving on the GSU Alumni Association Board of Directors or Selection Committee; or
    Elected officials and candidates for any public office.
Guidelines for Nominations:
 >  Nominations may be submitted for individuals who have realized extraordinary success in the following areas according to  
  the designated award:
Alumni Awards Categories
Outstanding Community Service
This honor is bestowed upon an alumna/alumnus who has 
demonstrated extraordinary community service to public and private 
institutions and organizations that work to improve the quality of 
life for people in their communities and/or society in general. 
Distinguished Professional Achievement
This honor is bestowed upon an alumna/alumnus who has 
attained outstanding success and distinction in their chosen 
business, profession or life work, and has received some previous 
recognition from contemporaries.
 >  All nominees will be notified of their nomination status.  In order to be eligible to become an award recipient, the   
  nominee must be available to receive the award in person at the November 6, 2010 event at Governors State University.  
  No awards will be given in absentia.
 >  You will be notified if your nominee is selected as an award recipient.
Nominations Forms are available at www.govst.edu/alumni.  
Nominations must be received by September 30, 2010 to be considered for awards recognition.
6Need transcripts?
Transcripts are now available online at: 
www.govst.edu/transcripts
Transcript ordering allows you to order official 
transcripts via the web at any time, 24/7, using any 
major credit card. Among the benefits that you 
will realize from online transcript ordering are:
 •  Convenient 24/7 access
 •  Secure transactions
 •  Automatic order updates via e-mail
 •  Online order tracking
 •  Ability to order multiple transcripts for 
  multiple recipients in one order
For more information, please refer to our website 
at www.govst.edu/transcripts.
Alumni Receptions All Around Town
Alumni were recently invited to attend a series of alumni receptions. Each reception featured a meet and greet with 
President Maimon, who provided a university update and entertained questions and answers.
Want to know the latest  
that is happening on campus?
 • Lectures
 • Career Fairs
 • Events
 • Campus news
 • And much more …
Sign up for our free monthly e-newsletter.
E-mail us at alumnirelations2@govst.edu and 
put “sign me up” in the subject line or call the 
Alumni Relations Office at 708.534.4128.
       
       
Alumni from the College of Busi-
ness and Public Administration 
gathered the Jenny’s Steakhouse in 
Frankfort on May 11, 2010.  They 
had an opportunity to meet Dr. 
Ellen Foster Curtis, dean of the Col-
lege of Business and Public Admin-
istration, and mingle with fellow 
alumni and CBPA staff.
On May 19, 2010, the College of 
Education hosted a reception for 
graduates. Alumni had a good time 
meeting and chatting with each 
other as they tried to answer GSU 
trivia questions. There was also a 
presentation on “Weathering Turbu-
lent Times.” Alums were introduced 
to Dr. Deborah Bordelon, dean of 
the college.
There was a full house on June 19 
as Chicago area alumni welcomed 
President Maimon and university 
faculty and staff who attended a 
reception that was hosted at the 
Beverly Woods banquet facility. 
Alums expressed their delight that 
GSU held an alumni function right 
in their backyard.
 
       
       
       
“Special thanks to alumni Sharon Filkins Jenrich 
(President, Jenrich Communications) and James 
Grady II (Chief, Frankfort Fire Department) for 
co-hosting the CBPA reception.” Dean Ellen 
Foster Curtis (Center).
College of Education Alumni Reception.
Beverly Woods Chicago Area Reception. 
College of Health and Human Services
Onward and Upward for Social Work Grad
Photo: GSU Social Work 
graduate Chasity (Chaz) 
Wells-Armstrong (back row, 
fourth from the right) is 
pictured with her boss, Con-
gresswoman Debbie Halvor-
son (back row, third from 
right) at a fundraiser that U.S. 
Vice President Joseph Biden (back row, sixth from right) held 
for the Congresswoman recently in Chicago. 
Should you ever need defending or support, you’d want some-
one like GSU Social Work graduate Chasity (Chaz) Wells-
Armstrong, MSW, CADC, on your side. She’s a fighter, an 
advocate for the underdog.
As a survivor of family turmoil, a former teen runaway, and 
high school dropout, Wells-Armstrong knows what it’s like to 
be the underdog—which is why she’s such an effective and 
outstanding Social Work professional today. It’s also why she’s 
doing such a great job in her current position as Constituent 
Services Director for Congresswoman Debbie Halvorson.
“The analogy of the underdog is really relevant in my life,” 
Wells-Armstrong said. “When people call the Congresswom-
an’s office in a struggle to access services, I have a lot of em-
pathy to offer these people. I’ve had to rely on some of these 
same services. I’ve been unemployed; I know how humbling 
that is.”
But all that is in the rearview mirror. Today, Wells-Armstrong 
holds a master’s degree in Social Work, and is also a Certified 
Alcohol Drug Counselor (CADC); she plans on pursuing her 
LCSW license, as well. She was named Outstanding Under-
graduate Student in Social Work by the College of Health and 
Human Services in 2007. That same year, she won a national 
competition for a policy fellowship in Washington, D.C., 
where she worked for the Executive Director of the Institute 
for the Advancement of Social Work.
“This was a great opportunity for me to work on policy de-
velopment,” Wells-Armstrong said. “Lawmakers need to know 
how the policies they enact impact oppressed and vulnerable 
people. Who understands this population better than a social 
worker?”
While at GSU, Wells-Armstrong served as president of the So-
cial Work Student Organization (SWSO). She currently serves 
on the GSU’s Department of Social Work Advisory Board.
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All in all, Wells-Armstrong is grateful for the “outstand-
ing” experience she’s had as a Social Work student at GSU. 
She credits in particular Dr. Adelle Sanders, Associate Professor 
in Social Work, for believing in her and supporting her. Wells-
Armstrong is returning the favor — ten times over — to the 
underdogs she encounters in her life today.
College of Business and Public Administration 
Delta Mu Delta International Honor Society was established 
in December, 2009 and held its second induction of new 
members in May 2010.  Juniors, seniors, and graduate students 
in the top 20 percent of their classes are eligible for member-
ship. Honorary inductees included Ms. Lorine Samuels, Chair 
of the GSU Board of Trustees, and Dr. William Wilkinson, 
Professor of Marketing.
Look for new academic programs in Entrepreneurship at the 
graduate and undergraduate levels. An undergraduate concen-
tration is already underway.
CBPA’s continuous improvement initiatives include preparing 
for NASPAA reaccreditation of the MPA degree. The busi-
ness programs were recently accepted into pre-candidacy by 
AACSB, the Association for the Advancement of Collegiate 
Schools of Business. This will be a five year process for initial 
accreditation by this prestigious body.
We welcome the following new faculty to CBPA:
 •  Dr. Carlos Ferran, Assistant Professor of MIS
 •  Dr. Olumide Ijose, Assistant Professor of Management
 •  Dr. Susan Ji, Associate Professor of Finance
 •  Dr. Gokce Sargut, Assistant Professor of Management
 •  Robert Sinclair, Instructor of Management    
  (Entrepreneurship)
We also thank the following faculty who are leaving GSU:
 •  Denise Grivetti, Assistant Professor of Accounting
 •  Dr. William Nowlin, Professor of Management
 •  Dr. Yiyu Shen, Assistant Professor of Finance 
 •  Dr. Carl Stover, University Professor of Public   
  Administration
 •  Dr. Mary Washington, Associate Professor of Accounting 
We wish them the very best in their new endeavors. 
College Clips
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GSU Professor Tapped to Lead Law Enforcement 
Project
Dr. James “Chip” Coldren, Academic Program Coordinator 
of the Criminal Justice Program in the College of Arts and 
Sciences, has been tapped to help law enforcement agencies 
across the nation gather and interpret accurate data on pro-
gram effectiveness.
Coldren was recently named Project Director for Training 
and Technical Assistance for the National Smart Policing Ini-
tiative sponsored by the U.S. Justice Department’s Bureau of 
Justice Assistance. The goal of the Smart Policing Initiative is 
to build evidence-based, data-driven law enforcement practic-
es that are efficient, effective, and economical. The Bureau of 
Justice Statistics selected CNA, a non-profit research organi-
zation that provides public sector organizations with the tools 
needed to tackle complex problems, to lead the training and 
technical assistance associated with the initiative.
This project was supported by a grant awarded by the Bureau 
of Justice Assistance.  
As director, Coldren will work with the CNA team to assist 
the 10 currently funded Smart Policing sites in identifying 
efficient, effective, and economical crime reduction strategies, 
and in conducting sound evaluations of their efforts. 
Coldren recently returned from the Inaugural National Meet-
ing on Smart Policing in Washington, DC, at which several 
police agencies (including representatives from the Boston, 
Los Angeles, Philadelphia, and Lansing, Michigan police de-
partments) introduced their plans for Smart Policing innova-
tions.
Coldren was selected for this position because of his history 
of research partnerships with law enforcement agencies. He 
has served as the Director of the Center for Research in Law 
and Justice at the University of Illinois at Chicago, where he 
conducted extensive national evaluations of policing practices.
College of Education
The college’s first doctoral level program, Ed.D. in Counselor 
Education and Supervision, is based on a practitioner-scholar 
model. It is primarily a service-oriented model with a specific 
emphasis on scholarly writing for the purposes of professional 
publishing and grant-writing. The purpose of our Counselor 
Education and Supervision doctoral degree is to produce 
advanced clinicians, skilled supervisors, proficient researchers, 
and talented educators. A significant strength of the program 
is its experiential components in which all graduates will have 
had direct supervised experience in counseling, supervision, 
and an opportunity to teach at the university level.
Students with a CACREP-accredited master’s will take eight 
semesters to complete the doctorate program. Each student 
will take two classes per semester for three semesters a year. 
All classes are scheduled on a single day of the week to ac-
commodate student schedules. The program includes ex-
tensive experiences in clinical work, teaching, supervision, 
research, and advocacy.
The College of Education recently hosted a mock visit of 
reviewers in preparation for the official National Council 
for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) review in 
March 2011. This process involved a visit by consultants to 
review the college’s accreditation visit preparations and to 
interview faculty, staff, community partners, current students, 
and alumni. 
Thanks to COE alumni input, the consultants conducting the 
mock visit were provided valuable feedback that will help en-
sure success during the official NCATE accreditation review 
next year.
Alumni participation is a key component to the college’s 
assessment of its programs and processes. Their experience 
working as teachers, administrators, and other school profes-
sionals, alumni make them an integral component in ensuring 
that COE programs provide graduates with the skills they 
need to successfully enter the field.
The college offers many additional opportunities for alumni 
to remain involved, including participation in the COE assess-
ment system, completion of alumni surveys, and involvement 
in alumni advisory boards and clubs.
College Clips
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Governors State University, with the assistance of a $7,172,773 U.S Department of Education grant, will expand 
teaching programs designed to raise student achievement and improve instruction in nine high-need Chicago South-
land school districts. The grant will be jointly administered by the College of Education and the College of Arts and 
Sciences. 
With the Teacher Quality Partnership grant, GSU alternative certification students will work with mentor-teachers in 
south suburban classrooms for a one-year residency period. They will be paid $30,000 during the residency, with that 
salary coming via the grant. Teacher candidates will work in high-need, low-income school districts and, after certifi-
cation, will agree to teach for three years in the partner district. The grant supports about 170 residency periods over 
the next five years.  
Dr. Curtis retires after long career at GSU
Dr. David Curtis, GSU’s Interim Provost and a longtime administrator and faculty member, was honored at a June 9 
retirement reception. He retired on June 30.
Dr. Curtis first came to the university in August, 1971, and has been a campus leader for four decades. 
He has been a professor in political science and marketing, has acted as Provost and has servedin nu-
merous other positions. Dr. Curtis postponed his retirement – originally scheduled for June, 2009 – to 
serve as Interim Provost. During his 15 months in that post, he helped direct the successful Higher 
Learning Commission accreditation continuation project and led the process that ultimately led to Dr. 
Terry Allison’s appointment as GSU’s new provost.
GSU makes switch to semesters
Beginning in Fall 2010, GSU will move from a trimester-based academic calendar to a semester-based academic cal-
endar. The semester-based system coincides with the academic schedules of most universities. This new schedule will 
enhance the transition from community colleges, serve returning students, and make GSU summer courses available 
to students from other institutions.
This change will not affect the number of credit hours needed to earn a degree. As always, one credit hour is equal to 
15 hours of classroom instruction.
The Fall and Spring semesters will be 15 weeks long, the same length as previous trimesters. The Summer session will 
be 11 weeks long; summer courses will require the same number of hours of classroom instruction as during the Fall 
and Spring semesters. 
Degree Completion Alliance meets at GSU
Twelve presidents of Chicago-area institutions of higher learning met at Governors State University April 30 to an-
nounce the formation of an alliance aimed at boosting community college and baccalaureate graduation rates.
The Chicagoland Alliance for Degree Completion will engage in collaborative programs and activities that facilitate 
and enhance student success toward matriculation and degree completion. GSU President Elaine P. Maimon hosted 
the summit.
Statistics show that only 10 percent of students who enter community college right after high school complete a four 
year degree after six years of study, and the numbers are even lower for African American and Hispanic students. Only 
21 percent of community college students complete an associate degree after three years of study; again the percent-
ages are lower for minority students.
GSU Universe News Around Campus
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College of Arts and Sciences
Mark Bordine (MBA ’75, MA ’76) is 
an Adjunct Professor in the Creative Arts 
Department at Central Arizona College.  
Mark recently created a travel show, His-
toric Railway Lodges of the West, which 
aired on PBS stations across the country.
Madie Cannamore, (MA ’97) Profes-
sor Emeritus at Kennedy-King Col-
lege, was listed in Who’s Who in Black 
Chicago for the third consecutive year.  
Madie is Queen Mum of the Red Hat 
Society (Chicago), a charter member of 
the Kennedy-King College Toastmasters 
Club, and Honorary Member of Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor Society.  
Gina DiMartino (MA ’04) is the new 
Program Dean of Academic Advising 
and Support at DeVry University.
Mercedes Kane’s (MFA ’09) the-
sis, Heart of Hope, was chosen as Best 
Student Documentary at the Illinois 
International Film Festival. Created with 
Dirk Fletcher (MFA ’09) as director of 
photography and Elizabeth Fruth (MFA 
’08) as co-editor, the film documents 
congenital heart defects. 
John Kudia (BS ’03) wrote a book ti-
tled Kilo-Quad about the history behind 
the best-kept secret in Chicago history. 
Kudia explores the tunnels underneath 
Ford City Mall, the former site of a plant 
that manufactured engines for B-29 
bombers during WWII.
Timothy Mulholland (BA ’77) has a 
long list of accomplishments in the mu-
sic industry recording more than 2,000 
radio and TV commercials and record 
labels. He currently performs in the Los 
Angeles area with his original group 
Mulholland Drive.
Rick Pagano (BA ’00) joined Wojan 
Window & Door Corporation as its 
new National Sales Manager. Rick 
supervises the U.S. national field sales 
force, sales training and customer ac-
count development.
Grant White (BA ’90, MA ’92) is a 
local sculptor and displays his artwork at 
Tall Grass Arts Gallery. 
College of Education
Mary Ann Matras (MA ’74) was 
named Distinguished Professor, by East 
Stroudsburg University in Pennsylva-
nia (their highest honor). Mary and her 
husband, John Matras (MA ’75) live in 
Tannersville, PA.
Carin Novak (BA ’89) was named 
principal of Lester School (Downers 
Grove, IL). Most recently, she served as a 
principal in Alsip, IL.
Robert Pinciak Jr. (MA ’00) 
was named principal of Oak View 
Elementary School (Bolingbrook, 
IL). Previously he served as assistance 
principal at Western Avenue Elementary 
in Flossmoor, IL. 
College of Business  
and Public Administration
James Hester, (MA ’78) former Alumni 
Association President, recently retired 
from Delta Airlines. Jim stays active with 
his family, the Lions Club, USCG Aux-
iliary, USAF Auxiliary Civil Air Patrol, 
teaching English as a second language, 
and is a licensed real estate salesman.
Asif Waheed (BA ’98) recently joined 
the ranks of franchise owners with an 
income tax preparation franchise of 
Argentax Tax Services. 
College of Health  
and Human Services
Edwin Aghedo (MHA ’06) was re-
cently named a “Shining Star” by the 
administration of Jackson Park Hospital 
and Medical Center, where he serves as 
Quality/Risk Coordinator.
Robert Bliese (MHA ’85) is now serv-
ing as Project Director at GSU for the 
$4.9 million Department of Labor grant. 
Robert previously served as Direc-
tor of Clinical Operations for both the 
Midwest Physician’s Group in Olympia 
Fields and the University of Illinois at 
Chicago College of Dentistry.
Lillian Mundt (MHS ’82) was awarded 
Educator of the Year by the Illinois chap-
ter of the American Society for Clinical 
Laboratory Science (ASCLS-IL).
Cynthia Myles (BHS ’06, MHS ’09) 
one of several GSU grads in her family. 
Daughter Andrea Myles (BHA ’09) gradu-
ated with mom. Husband Keith Myles Sr. 
(BA, CAS, ’02) serves as Dean of Students 
at a charter school in Chicago.
Theresa Quinn (BHA ’04) was recent-
ly promoted to Administrative Director 
of Ambulatory Services at Silver Cross 
Hospital in Joliet. Quinn is currently 
enrolled in the Master of Health Admin-
istration program.
Margaret Wilson (MHS ’84) retired 
from teaching with the Chicago Public 
Schools after 32 years. Currently she is 
co-owner of Construction Services & 
Mgt. LLC (Chicago, Illinois) and is in 
the process of setting up a non-profit 
corporation aimed at helping women 
and gays enter the workforce after rehab 
or prison.
In Memoriam
Robert L. Baird, BOG ’81
June Brown, COE ’81
Michael C. Deckelman, CBPA ’86
Joan I. Downs, CAS ’74, COE ’73
Mary Therese Freyermuth, CHHS ’93
Jean M. Frigo, CHHS ’85
Lance D. Goebel, COE ’85
Randall Jackson, CAS ’77
Paul R. Jones, CAS ’74
Doris M. Kroesch, CBPA ’72
Dennis James Langlois, BOG ’88
Lillian M. Lewis, COE ’79
Frank Efter McDuffie, BOG ’82
Henry D. Morrison, COE ’73
Mary Nolan, CAS ’08
Francesca M. Parch, COE ’72
Barbara L. Smith, CAS ’82, ’86
Danny E. Swille, COE ’85
Carol J. Tapley, CHHS ’78, ’80
Sharon S. Thacher, COE ’88
Susan A. Torsberg, CAS ’82
Class Notes
GSU’s Center for Performing Arts Offers a “Whole New Entertainment Experience”  
for 2010-2011 Season
Burt Dikelsky, executive director of  The Center for Performing Arts at Governors State University, recently announced The 
Center’s 2010-2011 season. The Center is celebrating 16 years of enhancing the cultural landscape of Chicago’s south suburbs.  
Money-saving subscriptions are now on sale (15 percent savings off regular ticket prices with purchase of three or more shows).  
For more information, to purchase subscriptions, or to view a list of full subscriber benefits, visit www.centertickets.net. 
“When GSU alumni visit The Center, they will see that we offer much more than just a show; we offer a complete entertain-
ment experience,” said Dikelsky. “Whether it’s pre-show activities or dining, our new onstage performances or behind-the-
scenes events, we deliver something special that’s hard to find anywhere else in the Southland.”
Coming up this fall…
Opera Up Close: Lyric Opera Preview, Sunday, Sept. 26 at 4 p.m. Tickets: $37 (seating on stage)
Country Music: Phil Vassar Acoustic, Saturday, Oct. 16 at 8 p.m. Tickets: $35 - $59
   Pre-show Dining: Joe’s Italian Villa (Mokena), Saturday, Oct. 16 at 5:30 p.m. Price: $25
   Pre-show Experience: Line Dancing Lessons, Saturday, Oct. 16 at 6 p.m. Free
Comedy: The Capitol Steps, Friday, Oct. 22 at 8 p.m.  Tickets: $29 - $44
   Pre-show Dining: Scrementi’s (Steger), Friday, Oct. 22 at 5:30 p.m. Price: $25
Music: DRUMLine Live! Friday, Nov. 12 at 7 p.m. Tickets: $39 - $46
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